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Location and History

wilmapco.org/ardentown
facebook.com/ArdentownPathsPlan

 Founded in 1922

 Residents are leaseholders

 Historic nature preserved

 0.2 square miles

 Population 264 (2010)



Steering Committee

 10 members

 Ardentown residents
(including Ardentown Planning Committee members)

 WILMAPCO staff

 State and County representatives

wilmapco.org/ardentown
facebook.com/ArdentownPathsPlan



2013 Ardentown Paths Report

 2013 –Village of Ardentown Planning Committee developed “Report and 
Recommendations from the Planning Committee Regarding Village Paths”

 Identified paths and unofficial path names, assessed conditions

 Functional and recreational paths

 Some paths are impassable or indistinguishable

 Recommendations

wilmapco.org/ardentown
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2013 Ardentown Paths Report

wilmapco.org/ardentown
facebook.com/ArdentownPathsPlan



Project Scope

wilmapco.org/ardentown
facebook.com/ArdentownPathsPlan

 Review of previous work – Completed

 GIS inventory of Ardentown’s existing paths – Completed

 First public workshop – Completed

 Research best practices – Completed

 Outreach at the town meeting and online – Completed

 Review of feedback from outreach – In progress

 Steering committee develops draft recommendations – In progress

 Second public workshop (February)

 Summary of prioritized recommendations, final maps, and identification of 
funding sources
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First Public Workshop

wilmapco.org/ardentown
facebook.com/ArdentownPathsPlan

 Town Meeting, Monday, November 14th

 About 25 attendees

 22 surveys completed

 Very positive response



Public Survey

 Online and on paper

 Residency, familiarity with paths

 Path usage

 Suggestions for improvement

 Paving, safety, lighting

 Naming and signage

 Additional thoughts

wilmapco.org/ardentown
facebook.com/ArdentownPathsPlan

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ardentown



Public Survey Results (65 responses total)

 92% familiar with paths; 85% use paths “often” or “sometimes”

 Recreation emphasized more than transportation

 Most common suggestion: clearing paths

 Filling in gaps, Harvey Road safety improvements, marking or signing paths

 Most prefer natural paths, signage, no lighting

 74% not concerned about personal safety

 Safety concerns include crime and tripping hazards

 Additional thoughts: the roads are safe for bicycling; better access to woods 
needed; safe connections to Wilmington Montessori School and Ardencroft

wilmapco.org/ardentown
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Recommendations

wilmapco.org/ardentown
facebook.com/ArdentownPathsPlan

 Keep paths cleared, based on priority

 Name and sign paths

 Consider the opening of historic paths

 Improve crossing at Sconset Road

 Improve crossings at Millers and Veale Roads

 Improve access to Sunnyside Tract

 From steps at Harvey Road entrance

 Creek crossing under railroad bridge



Project Schedule

wilmapco.org/ardentown
facebook.com/ArdentownPathsPlan

Phase Schedule

Base data collection and analysis Oct-Dec 2016

Study feedback from public outreach Nov 2016-March 2017

Develop draft recommendations January 2017

Complete study Feb-April 2017

Final endorsement from Town April 2017

Present study to WILMAPCO Council May 2017



Ardentown Paths Plan

Questions?

wilmapco.org/ardentown
facebook.com/ArdentownPathsPlan
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