
Recommended Best PracticesPurpose
• Maximize preservation and enhancement of 

the district’s outstanding and unique scenic 
features and resources

• Minimize grading, tree removal, signage and 
changes to the existing character of 
roadways and the natural topography,

• Reduce visual intrusions incompatible with 
the scenic qualities, features and resources

• Design and place buildings and other 
improvements  to preserve, complement, 
and/or enhance views from scenic byways 
and roads

• Assure that development is compatible with 
the scenic resources and intrinsic qualities

• Assure that changes are consistent with the 
goals, objectives, and management 
strategies of Corridor Management Plan and 
Design Guidelines

Measure Notes
Greenway and connected open space  planning Address through other planning programs
Establish historic roads classification Address through other in future measures
Historic environmental settings Addressed through other measures
Protections against negative or intrusive  views Addressed through other measures
Minimum open space ratios Addressed through other zoning measures
Transfer / Purchase of Development Rights Program Limited “sending area” within byway
General (open space) protection goals Voluntary/nonprofit education programs
Protection of features that contribute to rural  character Voluntary/nonprofit education programs
Open space design standards Voluntary/nonprofit education programs
Increase 'green' in existing developments Voluntary/nonprofit education programs
Landscape management Voluntary/nonprofit education programs

1. Preserving Scenic Viewsheds
a. Multi point vista controls
b. Minimum buffer and distance (setback) requirements

2. Regulating Scenic Roadways
a. Design Review Advisory Committee (DRAC)
b. Context sensitive design standards for roads, non-road 

infrastructure, and landscaping
3. Linked View Preservation
a. Environmental protection

i. Specified and approved plant lists
ii. Streams, waterbodies and riparian buffers

b. Signage/billboard  regulations
i. Sign and billboard restrictions
ii. Size, type and quantity  restrictions

4. Implementation
a. Overlay Zoning
b. Conservation design standards
c. Protective/Restrictive Easements: scenic views / historic
d. Planning, review, monitoring, management  protocols

Best Practices Not Retained in Overlay Recommendations



Scenic Byway Overlay District
Scenic byway. A 
roadway and its 
associated scenic land 
area that is of 
significant scenic value, 
such that it has 
received official 
designation as a scenic 
byway from Federal or 
State authorities

Overlay zoning district. A zoning district that provides for specific 
regulations to be applied to a designated area in combination with 
the requirements of the underlying or base zoning district.

Sub-district 1
Public road right-of-ways. Jurisdiction of DelDOT Context 
Sensitive Solutions Manual and Road Design Manual.

Sub-district 2
The “Inner Corridor” within a 200 foot buffer 
around the roads and within the scenic 
viewshed. Jurisdiction of New Castle County.

Sub-district 3
The “Outer Corridor” beyond 
Sub-district 1 within a 1000 foot 
buffer around the roads and
within the viewshed. 
Jurisdiction of
New Castle County.



Strategies to Protect and Enhance

“The first ten percent 
of development usually 
destroys fifty percent 
of the countryside”

Tony Hiss
The Experience of Place

Provide Scenic Viewshed Protection

Visibility zones provide the greatest 

protection to the most visible views.

Employ Conservation Design 
Principles
The conservation design process maximizes protection of land 
and environmental resources, preserves open space and 
greenways, evaluates and maintains site hydrology, and 
ensures flexibility in development design to meet community 
needs for complimentary and aesthetically pleasing 
development.

Standard subdivision design vs conservation subdivision design
Image: http://profbruce.tumblr.com/post/103279334024/10-principles-of-conservation-subdivision-design

Context Sensitive Solutions

“A collaborative, 
interdisciplinary approach 
that involves all stakeholders in 
providing a transportation facility that fits its 
setting. It is an approach that leads to preserving 
and enhancing scenic, aesthetic, historic, 
community, and environmental resources, while 
improving or maintaining safety, mobility, and 
infrastructure conditions.”

– Results of Joint AASHTO / FHWA Context Sensitive Solutions Strategic Planning Process, Summary 
Report, March 2007

Promote Accents and Minimize Intrusions

The prioritized steps for 
compliance are as follows:
1. Full Protection 

through Preservation 
of identified resources.

2. Conservation of 
identified resources 
through a positive 
contribution and/or 
process.

3. Enhancement of 
identified resources 
through improvements, 
repairs, plantings, etc.

4. Avoidance of impacts 
to identified resources.

5. Minimization of 
impacts to identified 
resources.

6. Mitigation of impacts 
to identified resources.

.



Summary of Standards

Limits of build height
practical viewshed



2:
Pr

oj
ec

t T
yp

e

1:
Lo

ca
ti

on
 &

Ju
ri

sd
ic

ti
on

Pr
ot

ec
t a

nd
En

ha
nc

e
Sc

en
ic

 Q
ua

lit
ie

s

M
ax

im
iz

e
Co

ns
er

va
tio

n
D

es
ig

n

D
et

er
m

in
e 

if 
pr

oj
ec

t f
al

ls
 w

ith
in

 th
e 

bo
un

da
rie

s o
f t

he
 R

ed
 C

la
y 

Va
lle

y 
Sc

en
ic

 O
ve

rla
y 

D
is

tr
ic

t. 
 T

he
 

D
is

tr
ic

t M
ap

 is
 in

cl
ud

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
Zo

ni
ng

 M
ap

s f
ou

nd
 o

n-
lin

e 
at

 N
ew

 C
as

tle
 C

ou
nt

y’
s G

eo
gr

ap
hi

ca
l 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

Sy
st

em
s M

ap
 V

ie
w

er
: h

tt
p:

//
gi

s.n
cc

de
.o

rg
/g

is
_v

ie
w

er
/

If 
ye

s,
 p

ro
ce

ed
 to

 S
te

p 
2.

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t C
oo

rd
in

at
io

n.
Al

l a
pp

lic
at

io
ns

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
Sc

en
ic

 O
ve

rla
y 

D
is

tr
ic

t 
th

at
 a

re
 w

ith
in

 th
e 

ro
ad

 ri
gh

t-
of

-w
ay

 o
r a

ffe
ct

 th
e 

sc
en

ic
 ro

ad
w

ay
 sy

st
em

 m
us

t a
ls

o 
be

 re
fe

rr
ed

 to
 

D
el

D
O

T 
fo

r r
ev

ie
w

 a
nd

 p
er

m
itt

in
g.

 W
he

n 
pr

ep
ar

in
g 

pl
an

s, 
an

 a
pp

lic
an

t i
s r

ef
er

re
d 

to
 A

pp
en

di
x 

5 
of

 th
e 

By
w

ay
 C

or
rid

or
 M

an
ag

em
en

t P
la

n,
  D

el
D

O
T’

s 
‘C

on
te

xt
 S

en
si

tiv
e 

So
lu

tio
ns

 fo
r D

el
aw

ar
e 

By
w

ay
s’ 

, 
th

es
e 

D
es

ig
n 

G
ui

de
lin

es
,  a

nd
 st

an
da

rd
 D

el
D

O
T 

de
si

gn
 c

rit
er

ia
.

As
  p

ro
vi

de
d 

in
 th

e 
U

D
C,

 p
ro

ce
ed

 to
 a

dd
iti

on
al

 st
ep

s i
n 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t r

ev
ie

w
 p

ro
ce

ss
 a

s r
eq

ui
re

d 
by

 th
e 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

ty
pe

.

Pr
ov

id
e 

Co
nt

ex
t

Se
ns

iti
ve

So
lu

tio
ns

If 
no

, s
to

p 
he

re
. T

he
 S

ce
ni

c 
O

ve
rla

y 
D

is
tr

ic
t d

oe
s n

ot
 a

pp
ly

.

--
Fo

r M
aj

or
 a

nd
 M

in
or

 L
an

d 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t o

r S
ub

di
vi

si
on

 A
pp

lic
at

io
ns

, a
nd

 a
ny

 S
ig

n 
Pe

rm
its

, c
om

pl
i-

an
ce

 w
ith

 th
e 

Sc
en

ic
 O

ve
rla

y 
D

is
tr

ic
t i

s R
EQ

U
IR

ED
...

pr
oc

ee
d 

to
 S

te
p 

3.

--
Fo

r a
ll 

ot
he

r a
pp

lic
at

io
ns

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
ju

ris
di

ct
io

n 
of

 N
ew

 C
as

tle
 C

ou
nt

y,
 c

om
pl

ia
nc

e 
w

ith
 th

e 
O

ve
rla

y 
D

is
tr

ic
t i

s O
PT

IO
N

AL
 o

r V
O

LU
N

TA
RY

. T
he

 o
w

ne
r/

ap
pl

ic
an

t m
ay

 c
ho

os
e 

to
 p

ro
ce

ed
 to

 S
te

p 
3.

--
Fo

r w
or

k 
w

ith
in

 th
e 

Ri
gh

t-
of

-W
ay

, o
r w

or
k 

aff
ec

tin
g 

el
em

en
ts

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
ju

ris
di

ct
io

n 
of

 D
el

D
O

T 
an

d 
th

at
 a

re
 n

ot
 su

bj
ec

t t
o 

re
vi

ew
 b

y 
N

ew
 C

as
tle

 C
ou

nt
y,

  c
om

pl
ia

nc
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

Sc
en

ic
 O

ve
rla

y 
D

is
tr

ic
t i

s 
N

O
T 

RE
Q

U
IR

ED
., 

ho
w

ev
er

, r
ev

ie
w

 a
nd

 a
pp

ro
va

l o
f p

ro
je

ct
s o

f t
hi

s n
at

ur
e 

ar
e 

su
bj

ec
t t

o 
co

m
pl

ia
nc

e 
w

ith
 D

el
D

O
T’

s C
on

te
xt

 S
en

si
tiv

e 
So

lu
tio

ns
 fo

r D
el

aw
ar

e 
By

w
ay

s a
nd

 th
e 

ge
ne

ra
l g

ui
de

an
ce

 in
 th

es
e 

D
es

ig
n 

G
ui

de
lin

es
. .

..p
ro

ce
ed

 to
 S

te
p 

4.

--
Fo

r a
ll 

ot
he

r p
ro

je
ct

s a
nd

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
, t

he
 R

ed
 C

la
y 

Va
lle

y 
Sc

en
ic

 B
yw

ay
 O

ve
rla

y 
D

is
tr

ic
t d

oe
s n

ot
 a

pp
ly

.

N
CC

A

M
aj

or
, M

in
or

&
 S

ig
n

A
p

p
lic

at
io

ns
D

el
D

O
T

Pr
e-

A
pp

lic
at

io
n 

Sk
et

ch
 P

la
n.

Al
l a

pp
lic

at
io

ns
 re

qu
iri

ng
 S

ce
ni

c 
O

ve
rla

y 
D

is
tr

ic
t c

om
pl

ia
nc

e,
 

as
 o

ut
lin

ed
 in

 S
te

p 
2 

ab
ov

e,
 m

us
t s

ub
m

it 
a 

Pr
e-

Ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

Sk
et

ch
 P

la
n.

 S
ee

 U
D

C 
Ap

pe
nd

ix
 1

 fo
r s

ub
m

is
si

on
 re

qu
ire

-
m

en
ts

. T
hi

s s
ub

m
is

si
on

 sh
ou

ld
 in

cl
ud

e 
a 

N
at

ur
al

 R
es

ou
rc

es
 

M
an

ag
em

en
t P

la
n 

an
d 

a 
Si

te
 A

na
ly

si
s P

la
n 

pu
rs

ua
nt

 to
 

Ap
pe

nd
ix

 1
(3

)(K
)a

nd
 (L

). 
Se

e 
U

D
C 

Se
c.

 4
0.

33
.3

00
 fo

r d
efi

ni
-

tio
ns

 a
nd

 g
en

er
al

 d
es

cr
ip

tio
ns

 o
f t

he
se

 e
le

m
en

ts
.

4:

D
RA

C
Re

vi
ew

As
 a

 fi
rs

t s
te

p 
in

 th
e P

re
-A

pp
lic

at
io

n 
Sk

et
ch

 P
la

n 
re

vi
ew

 p
ro

ce
ss

, N
ew

 
Ca

st
le

 C
ou

nt
y w

ill
 re

fe
r t

he
 a

pp
lic

a-
tio

n 
to

 th
e B

yw
ay

’s 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

Re
vi

ew
 A

dv
iso

ry
 C

om
m

itt
ee

 (D
RA

C)
 

3:
Pr

oj
ec

t
D

es
ig

n

Be
gi

n 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t d
es

ig
n 

pr
oc

es
s b

y 
m

ap
pi

ng
 e

xi
st

in
g 

fe
at

ur
es

 a
nd

 d
es

ig
ni

ng
 in

 c
on

fo
rm

an
ce

 w
ith

 
N

ew
 C

as
tle

 C
ou

nt
y 

(N
CC

) s
ta

nd
ar

ds
 (i

nc
lu

di
ng

 th
os

e 
fo

r t
he

 P
re

-A
pp

lic
at

io
n 

Sk
et

ch
 P

la
n)

, t
he

 g
oa

ls
 

an
d 

ob
je

ct
iv

es
 o

f  
th

e 
Co

rr
id

or
 M

an
ag

em
en

t P
la

n,
 a

nd
 th

es
e 

D
es

ig
n 

G
ui

de
lin

es
. A

s a
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 d
es

ig
n 

st
ra

te
gy

, d
em

on
st

ra
te

 c
on

fo
rm

an
ce

 w
ith

 th
e 

th
re

e 
pr

im
ar

y 
ob

je
ct

iv
es

 o
f t

he
 S

ce
ni

c 
O

ve
rla

y 
D

is
tr

ic
t. 

W
he

re
 fu

ll 
co

m
pl

ia
nc

e 
ca

nn
ot

 b
e 

ac
hi

ev
ed

, p
ro

vi
de

 A
vo

id
an

ce
, M

in
im

iz
at

io
n 

an
d 

M
iti

ga
tio

n 
st

ra
te

-
gi

es
 c

on
si

st
en

t w
ith

 th
e 

By
w

ay
’s 

go
al

s.

Pr
im

ar
y 

O
bj

ec
tiv

es
:

Fo
r D

el
D

O
T 

pr
oj

ec
ts

, t
he

 d
ep

ar
tm

en
t w

ill
 c

oo
rd

in
at

e 
w

ith
 N

ew
 C

as
tle

 C
ou

nt
y 

an
d 

m
ay

 se
nd

 a
 re

vi
ew

 c
op

y 
to

 th
e 

D
RA

C 
fo

r c
om

m
en

t.

Th
e 

Sc
en

ic
 O

ve
rla

y 
D

is
tr

ic
t r

eq
ui

re
s e

m
ph

as
is

 o
n 

Co
ns

er
va

tio
n 

D
es

ig
n 

an
d 

th
e 

pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
an

d 
en

ha
nc

em
en

t o
f s

ce
ni

c 
an

d 
na

tu
ra

l q
ua

lit
ie

s o
f t

he
 B

yw
ay

 su
ch

 a
s s

ce
ni

c 
ro

ad
 v

ie
w

sh
ed

s, 
he

dg
e 

ro
w

s, 
st

on
e 

w
al

ls
, e

tc
., 

se
e 

U
D

C 
Se

c.
 4

0.
31

.1
12

.C
.9

. A
ls

o 
re

fe
r t

o 
th

e 
Co

rr
id

or
 M

an
ag

em
en

t P
la

n 
go

al
s, 

ob
je

ct
iv

es
 a

nd
 c

on
te

xt
 se

ns
iti

ve
 d

es
ig

n 
so

lu
tio

ns
 (A

pp
en

di
x 

5)
 a

nd
 th

es
e 

D
es

ig
n 

G
ui

de
lin

es
 fo

r 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 p
ro

te
ct

io
n 

an
d 

co
ns

er
va

tio
n 

de
si

gn
 st

ra
te

gi
es

. P
ro

ce
ed

 to
 S

te
p 

4.

B

D
l

C
di

Pr
oj

ec
t

 A
p

p
lic

at
io

ns

C

fo
r r

ev
ie

w
, c

om
m

en
t a

nd
 re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n.
 T

he
 D

RA
C 

ha
s a

 
sp

ec
ifi

ed
 ti

m
ef

ra
m

e u
po

n 
w

hi
ch

 to
 a

ct
 o

n 
th

e a
pp

lic
at

io
n,

 a
s 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 in
 th

e U
D

C.
 U

po
n 

re
ce

iv
in

g 
a 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
n 

fro
m

 th
e D

RA
C,

  t
he

 N
ew

 C
as

tle
 C

ou
nt

y w
ill

 th
e p

ro
ce

ss
 th

e 
ap

pl
ica

tio
n.

A B
As

  p
ro

vi
de

d 
in

 th
e 

D
el

D
O

T 
de

si
gn

 m
an

ua
l, 

pr
oc

ee
d 

to
 a

dd
iti

on
al

 st
ep

s i
n 

th
e 

D
el

D
O

T 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
re

vi
ew

 p
ro

ce
ss

.
C

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
R

ev
ie

w
 

an
d

 A
p

p
ro

va
l P

ro
ce

ss


