
PUBLIC WORKSHOP
Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway Design Standards Overlay Project

May 18, 2015, 6:30 – 9 p.m.

Guiding Principle: Protect and Enhance the Intrinsic Qualities
(scenic, natural, historic) of the Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway

6:30 – 7 p.m. Displays: Information about Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway Corridor Management
Plan

7 – 7:35 p.m. Presentation: Introduction to Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway, goals and purpose
of the Design Standards Overlay Project.

7:35 – 8:05 p.m. Planning Roundtable Discussion
Planning Roundtable Discussion Instructions: Working as a group, plan the future
development for a hypothetical 100 acre parcel in the scenic byway. Are you restricting
development? Allowing the same level of development but managing it better? Are there any
compromises that result in loss of intrinsic qualities? Have you avoided over restriction?

1. Choose a note taker to record the group’s comments on the flip chart.
2. Choose a spokesperson who will report on the group’s top few ideas after the breakout

exercise.
3. Discuss APPROPRIATE TOOLS that protect the intrinsic qualities of byway and site. – 10

min
4. Discuss HOW AND WHERE to use the tools. – 10 min
5. Discuss the LEVEL OF CONTROL appropriate for the tools 10 min

8:05 – 8:20 p.m. Reports from Roundtables: Spokesperson for each group will briefly
summarize top ideas from the discussion.— 2 min per group

8:20 8:30 p.m. Sticker Survey: Use stickers to vote for favorite tools and preferred levels of
regulatory control.

Wrap Up: Planning team will be around to discuss any questions, ideas and concern.

Thank you for your participation in tonight’s workshop!!

Additional questions or comments: Please contact Heather Dunigan, WILMAPCO, 850 Library Avenue, Suite 100,
Newark, DE 19711, 302 737 6205 x118, hdunigan@wilmapco.org

Learn more: www.wilmapco.org/redclay



Sticker Survey
Please use stickers to “vote” for your favorite byway preservation methods with the
degree of regulation you prefer. Please feel free to fill out a comment sheet with
additional ideas and suggestions.
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Encourage  
Stewardship 
Through  
Con nued  
Conserva on

Develop a conserva on easement program for the byway.
Develop range of easement op ons and model easement language
(200 . corridor easements, where feasible).

Historic easement overlays.
Architectural façade easements.
Scenic corridor easements.
Voluntary protec on easements.

Link public and private purchase / dona on ini a ve for interconnected open
space.
Encourage developers to set aside lands to interconnect open space.

Conserve the  
Roadside Features 
that Contribute to 
the Byway 

Respect roadside vegeta on and partner with those who do work along roadways.
Develop a landscape management component for this plan
(landscape management tools).
Undertake outreach e orts to u lity providers and encourage
underground u li es.

Encourage  
Context Sensi ve 
Design 

Work with New Castle County on context sensi ve design issues.
Ini ate dialogue with NCC (scenic corridor standards, resource protec on,
Conserva on Design, tree protec on, TDR); consider MOU with NCC.
Coordinate with NCC, DelDOT and others regarding watershed/site hydrology;
MOU with DelDOT regarding context sensi ve design, road improvements, etc.

Ensure County and State comprehensive plans adequately recognize the Red Clay
Valley Scenic Byway.

Balance  
Transporta on and 
Safety Needs While 
Respec ng  
Intrinsic Quali es 

Use tra c enforcement procedures and tra c calming techniques.
Maintain the scenic integrity of the rural roadways when improving
or maintaining roads.
Consolidate the number and guide the replacement of tra c and byway signs
along the Byway.

Encourage  
Restora on and  
Enhancements 

Work with NCC to restore and enhance the Byway's intrinsic quali es as part of
the development process.
Ini ate dialogue with NCC (general UDC revisions, context sensi ve design,
pre exploratory plan review)
Review and o er sugges ons for revised code language in the UDC
Promote e orts to maintain watershed hydrology
Encourage sensi ve redevelopment (including "Brown elds")

Help Guide Future 
Transporta on and 
Land Use Decisions 
by Government 
Agencies 

Work with DelDOT to develop context sensi ve design guidelines
sensi ve to individual roads in the Byway.

Implement the  
Corridor  
Management Plan 
in a Coopera ve 
Fashion 

Con nue to reach out and encourage the involvement of stakeholders
in implementa on.
Hold community workshops to review the nal plan, introduce the plan
to the broader public, and hold periodic public mee ngs regarding
implementa on ac vi es.

Goals, Objec ves, Strategies & Tac cs 
Excerpt From the Corridor Management Plan of Recommenda ons Guiding the Design Standards Overlay Project 

(See CMP for full list of goals and objec ves) 
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Red Clay
Valley
CMP Public Input

New Castle County

Uni ed Development

Workshop 1

Preferences

Exis ng Modify Add to

Goals,
Objec ves

&
Strategies UDC UDC UDC

Scenic / Natural / Historic / Cultural / Recrea on
1. Preserving Scenic Viewsheds             

a. Mul point vista controls X X X
b. Development rights transfer program X X X X
c. General (open space) protec on goals X X X
d. Minimum bu er and distance (setback) re

quirements X X X X X

2. Regula ng Scenic Roadways CMP Workshop 1   
Exis ng
UDC

Modify
UDC

Add to
UDC

a. Scenic roads commission X X
b. Context sensi ve road design standards X X X
c. Context sensi ve design for other

non road Infrastructure X X
d. Context sensi ve design rela ve to

architecture and landscaping X

What the traveler experiences in the Byway is shaped by the bu er/distance and contours of the land.
Foreground details are more visible but valleys and ridgelines also shape what is seen.

Characteris cs of context sensi ve design: 
Project is in harmony with the community, and it preserves environmental, scenic, aesthe c, historic, and natural resource values
Project is a safe facility for all users and the community
Project solves problems and sa s es the purpose and needs iden ed by a full range of stakeholders
Project exceeds the expecta ons of both designers and stakeholders and is perceived as adding las ng value to the community as a whole
Project involves e cient and e ec ve use of resources ( me, budget) of all involved par es

Elements of Red Clay Context : 

Legend: Blue Strategies that are recommended by either the CMP or the general public (workshop 1) and are currently a part of the UDC but requires re nement or modi ca on.

Green Strategies that are recommended by either the CMP or the general public (workshop 1) and are currently NOT a part of the UDC and will require addi on.

Note: It should be noted that the preferences iden ed at the Public Workshop are generally consistent with the recommenda ons of the CMP, despite the fact that implementa on of
the CMP has been ongoing for several years. It should also be noted that the CMP was developed over a number of years and was the subject of numerous public mee ngs,
roundtables and outreach e orts. As such, the preferences iden ed at the Public Workshop, while current, have not been ve ed throughout the community in the same manner.



Scenic / Natural / Historic / Cultural / Recrea on
3. View Preserva on Linked With...             

a. Environmental protec on X X X

i. Speci ed and approved plant lists X X X
ii. Streams, waterbodies and

associated riparian bu ers
X X X X

b. Agricultural preserva on X X

i. Development transfer programs; PDRs and
TDRs

X X X X

c. Historic resources X X X

i. Historic environmental se ngs X X X
ii. Establish historic roads classi ca on X X X

d. Rural character X X
i. Protec on of features that contribute to

rural character
X X

ii. Greenway/connected open space planning X X

iii. Protec ons against nega ve or intrusive
views

X X

e. Signage/billboard regula ons X X X X

i. Sign and billboard restric ons X X X X
ii. Size, type and quan ty restric ons X X X
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Image: www.mychamplain.net

Riparian bu ers protect a water body from human focused land uses
(roads, agriculture or development) by intercep ng surface runo ,
providing habitat and wildlife corridor, and reducing erosion by
providing stream bank stabiliza on.

Image: www.kingcounty.gov

Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) / Purchase 
of Development Rights (PDR) are voluntary pro
grams to permanently protect landscapes, yet re
tain private ownership and compensate landown
ers. In TDR the exchange is between private land
owners and while in PDR, a landowner sells the de
velopment rights of a parcel of land to a public
agency or land trust.

Rural road classi ca on to establish criteria
and process for designa ng roads.

Greenways connect open space and
provide safe places to walk and bicycle.

Billboards are already restricted
along scenic byways but other
sign guidelines can advise on
size, color and other features.

Legend: Blue Strategies that are recommended by either the CMP or the general public (workshop 1) and are currently a part of the UDC but requires re nement or modi ca on.

Green Strategies that are recommended by either the CMP or the general public (workshop 1) and are currently NOT a part of the UDC and will require addi on.

Note: It should be noted that the preferences iden ed at the Public Workshop are generally consistent with the recommenda ons of the CMP, despite the fact that implementa on of
the CMP has been ongoing for several years. It should also be noted that the CMP was developed over a number of years and was the subject of numerous public mee ngs,
roundtables and outreach e orts. As such, the preferences iden ed at the Public Workshop, while current, have not been ve ed throughout the community in the same manner.

Plant Lists to
restrict
invasive
species and
encourage
use of na ve
plants.



Scenic / Natural / Historic / Cultural / Recrea on
4. Implementa on             

a. Overlay Zoning X X
i. Minimum open space ra os X X X
ii. Management standards X X

1 Landscape management X X
2 Increase 'green' in exis ng develop

ments
X X

iii. Supplemental development standards X X

1 Conserva on design standards X X X

2 Open space design standards X X X

b. Protec ve/Restric ve Easements X
i. Scenic viewshed protec ve easements X X X

ii. Historic easements for 'environmental' or
landscape se ngs

X X X

c. Planning, review, monitoring, and management
protocols

X X X
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Image: Angier, NC

Image: American Planning Associa on

Overlay zoning creates a special district to supplement the exis ng
zoning to protect a speci c resource or guide development within a
special area. Overlay zoning districts are created by clearly de ning
what is to be protected (i.e. water quality, historical character, sensi ve
natural resources), mapping boundaries that impact the protected
resources, and developing speci c rules that serve to protect the
resources.

Conserva on design allows the overall density but lays out development
to protect natural and historic resource. Conserva on design strives to
reduce costs of roads and other u li es construc on and maintenance
through clustered buildings and less impervious surface areas, reduces
fragmenta on of wildlife habitats and corridors, and preserve special
features (trees, historic buildings, view, water) on a property.

Legend: Blue Strategies that are recommended by either the CMP or the general public (workshop 1) and are currently a part of the UDC but requires re nement or modi ca on.

Green Strategies that are recommended by either the CMP or the general public (workshop 1) and are currently NOT a part of the UDC and will require addi on.

Note: It should be noted that the preferences iden ed at the Public Workshop are generally consistent with the recommenda ons of the CMP, despite the fact that implementa on of
the CMP has been ongoing for several years. It should also be noted that the CMP was developed over a number of years and was the subject of numerous public mee ngs,
roundtables and outreach e orts. As such, the preferences iden ed at the Public Workshop, while current, have not been ve ed throughout the community in the same manner.


