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Public Opinion Survey (600 respondents) Survey         
Municipal/Civic Presentations (21 meetings)  Aug 2022 – Dec 2023    
Member Agency Meeting (7 meetings)      Dec 2022-Jan 2023   
Social Media Ads (reached 2,287 accounts)       Jan - March 
Email Announcement (2,368 opens)        Jan 2023   
Press Release       Jan 19   
WILMAPCO newsletters (dist.: 8000+)  Aug 2022 – March 2023 
Newark Community Day   Sept 18       
Public Comment Period (48 days)       Jan 18 – March 6, 2023 
Our Town (50+ attendees)        Feb 8  
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Perryville 
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New Castle County Council Land Use Committee 
 

January 17, 2023 
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Delaware Transit Corporation 
 

December 14, 2022 

New Castle County Dept of Land Use 
 

January 4. 2023 

DelDOT Planning 
 

January 5, 2023 
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WILMAPCO News Release    January 19, 2023 
 
Contact Information:      Randi Novakoff, Outreach Manager 

302-737-6205 x111  
        rnovakoff@wilmapco.org 
 
   

 
Wilmington Area Planning Council 

100 Discovery Blvd., Suite 800, Newark, DE 19713   (302) 737-6205   rnovakoff@wilmapco.org 

TransportaƟon planning agency provides opportunity for review of the region’s 
fundamental planning document during Our Town event.  

 
Newark, Delaware ‐ Have you ever wondered what it would be like to get around in New Castle County, 
Delaware or Cecil County, Maryland in the next twenty years?  How congested will it be? Will you be able 
to walk or bike safely and use public transportaƟon? What types of transportaƟon improvements should 
be the priority? These are the types of quesƟons that are at the heart of the 2050 Regional 
TransportaƟon Plan (RTP) 2023 Update, which has been released for public review and comment by the 
Wilmington Area Planning Council (WILMAPCO) through March 6, 2023. 
 
The Regional TransportaƟon Plan (RTP) is the fundamental transportaƟon planning document that 
idenƟfies New Castle and Cecil CounƟes' needs, and the projects and acƟviƟes that seek to address 
them. 
 
WILMAPCO is providing an opportunity to review and provide feedback on the DraŌ 2050 Regional 
TransportaƟon Plan (RTP) 2023 Update during its Our Town Event.  Our Town will be held at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel in Newark on Wednesday, February 8, 2023 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.  AƩendees will 
not only be able to review the draŌ document but will hear from an internaƟonal expert who will 
explore how various demographic and economic trends are changing travel demands and community 
needs, and their implicaƟons for the region’s long‐range plan. 
 
The featured keynote speaker for the event is Todd Litman. Litman is founder and execuƟve director of 
the Victoria Transport Policy InsƟtute, an independent research organizaƟon dedicated to developing 
innovaƟve soluƟons to transportaƟon problems. Litman, whose research and books have been used 
worldwide for transportaƟon planning and policy analysis, will examine how to create a diverse and 
efficient transportaƟon system that responds to future needs including an aging populaƟon, congesƟon, 
rising infrastructure costs, equity and affordability, health and safety, environmental protecƟon, new 
technologies, and more. 
 
Enjoy light refreshments, parƟcipate in the region's fundamental transportaƟon planning effort, review 
the list of proposed projects, and hear from an internaƟonal leader on planning for a transportaƟon 
system that meets the future needs of all.  To learn more or register for this free event, please visit 
www.wilmapco.org/ourtown. 
 
The DraŌ RTP may also be reviewed on WILMAPCO’s website at www.wilmapco.org/rtp or office at 100 
Discovery Blvd, Suite 800, Newark, DE 19713.  WriƩen comments may be submiƩed to WILMAPCO at 
this address or emailed to rnovakoff@wilmapco.org. The public comment and review period will extend 
through March 6, 2023.  
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Comment 
Source 

Comments  Responses 

EDTAC (DART) Why doesn't WILMAPCO cover Sussex County, DE?  
(12 people in aƩendance) 

WILMAPCO's boundaries were 
determined by the Delaware and 
Maryland governors based on the 
urbanized area. 

Elsmere Town 
Council 

Council was principally concerned that Elsmere did not have 
any RTP projects.  There were a number of bike ped 
connecƟvity projects from years ago.  What happened to 
them?   
John Giles noted larger nearby projects on Dupont Road that 
appear to be missing.  
A Councilmember noted the Town's concerns with Kirkwood 
Highway.  This is well documented in the new Comp Plan, but, 
in the main, the road has a conflicted idenƟty between a 
Main Street and arterial.   
Concerns about bus stops and lighƟng along Kirkwood 
Highway also came up.  
(20 people in aƩendance) 

Bicycle and pedestrian projects 
idenƟfied by Elsmere are included in 
the RTP as part of the New Castle 
County Bicycle Plan. WILMAPCO also 
suggests that a Kirkwood Highway 
Corridor Plan be developed to 
idenƟfy and refine projects for 
inclusion in the RTP. 

Centreville 
Civic 
AssociaƟon 

Group was most concerned about speeds through town and 
pedestrian/bicyclist safety on SR 52. Need pedestrian 
acƟvated crossing signals and pedestrian level street lighƟng 
along SR 52. Poor sight lines when turning from Valley Way 
(Buckley's Tavern) onto SR 52 because parking spaces are 
close to Valley Way. Asked about high speed acƟvated rumble 
strips through Centreville to get drivers to slow down. Asked 
about specific projects discussed with DelDOT to reduce 
speed limit on SR 52 from 35 to 30 mph; PNR and private 
express shuƩle service for PA drivers to DE businesses; 
developer funded leŌ turn lane when Fredericks shopping 
center expands.  
(5 in person and 2 remote in aƩendance) 

WILMAPCO has shared comments 
with the DelDOT Traffic secƟon. 
Though not specifically idenƟfied in 
the RTP, street lighƟng and spot 
improvement 

ArdencroŌ 
Council 

There were comments about improving the safety of the 
intersecƟon of Harvey Road and Sconset Road. It was said 
that an issue with the signal led to a pedestrian being struck, 
so it is suggested that all the signals for vehicular traffic 
remain red while the crosswalk signal indicates to cross. 
There are concerns about people speeding on Veale Road. 
Also suggested was an outlet for bicycles to access the bike 
lane on Marsh Road from the north side of Harvey Road.  

Some suggesƟons in the Ardentowns 
Paths Plan to make the intersecƟon at 
Harvey Road and Sconset Road safer 
to cross will be implemented by 
DelDOT funded by the Safe Routes to 
School program. Veale Road was the 
focus of the Walkable Community 
Workshop last month, where the 
group suggested improvements to 
the intersecƟon at Harvey Road. 
Traffic calming is needed on Veale 
Road. One idea is to reconfigure the 
road to narrow it to one lane where 
cars must pull over to allow oncoming 
cars to pass. This would create space 
for a pedestrian path. Everyone is 
encouraged to aƩend the public 
workshop for ConnecƟng with the 
Ardens, A TransportaƟon Plan in 
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October to discuss specific issues. 
Everyone was also encouraged to 
complete the plan’s survey on the 
WILMAPCO website.  

Middletown 
Council 

The Mayor and Council had no quesƟons. The Mayor stated 
that he likes the plan and looks forward to seeing the project 
map when it becomes available.  
(The Mayor, 9 Councilmembers, and 60 others in aƩendance) 

 

Newport 
Council 

The Mayor and Council had no quesƟons about the plan, but 
hope to see the Newport Train StaƟon move forward soon, 
with a resident sharing similar feelings. There was some 
speculaƟon that aŌer the Claymont  StaƟon is completed, 
DelDOT and DTC can turn there aƩenƟon to that project. 
(The Mayor, 7 Councilmembers and 5 others in aƩendance)  

 

Wilmington 
City Council 
Public Works 
and 
TransportaƟon 
CommiƩee 

There were quesƟons about designaƟons on the TIA map. A 
very brief discussion of the value and expense of EV charging 
infrastructure. QuesƟons were raised about how to add road 
diet projects to the list as well as quesƟons about projects in 
the city, parƟcularly related to the road diet on 4th Street, 
and 2nd Street from Jackson to Union. It was asked if IIJA 
money will help fund these projects, and if the projects in the 
RTP align with the City’s Comp Plan. 
(3 Council members in person, 2 Councilmembers remote, 
and 2 staff members in aƩendance) 

The TIA map designaƟons were 
defined parƟcularly Community areas 
and that the City of Wilmington is a 
Core area where improvements 
would be focused. Road diets were 
defined and explained in relaƟon to 
the 2nd Street and 4th Street 
projects, which came out of DelDOT 
studies. It was also stated that the 
City Comp Plan is considered for all 
projects in the city. AƩendees were 
encouraged to use the interacƟve 
project map on the WILMAPCO 
website when it is available. The way 
the IIJA funding is distributed through 
grant applicaƟons was briefly 
menƟoned. Dave Gula will get back to 
Council member Zanthia Oliver with 
the zip codes in Wilmington that were 
contacted for the Public Opinion 
Survey, the list of Wilmington Area 
TransportaƟon projects, and the 
Union Street Study. 

Delaware City 
Council 

1. How oŌen are local plans updated? The Delaware City 
TransportaƟon Plan was put together in 2009.   
2. How can transportaƟon projects be submiƩed for 
consideraƟon?  
3. Would it be possible to add an on‐road bicycle connecƟon 
from Delaware City to the City of New Castle?  
(35 people in aƩendance) 

Staff suggested the City submit a 
UPWP request if an update to the 
Delaware City TransportaƟon Plan is 
desired.  The Town may submit a TIP 
project suggesƟon or call the 
WILMAPCO office to discuss any 
potenƟal projects/processes. Several 
bicycle connecƟons, including one to 
New Castle, are included as part of 
the New Castle County Bicycle Plan. 

CommiƩee of 
100 

The members were very interested in the project list, 
especially in the Churchman's Crossing area where their office 

DelDOT and WILMAPCO worked with 
the City to develop the road diet 
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is located. They believe the Eagle Run Connector and the 
connecƟon between ConƟnental Drive and Samoset Drive are 
very important to traffic flow in this area. They will review the 
project map when it becomes available and will send 
addiƟonal comments. They have concerns that while road 
diet projects in Wilmington (4th Street and Walnut St) are 
important for pedestrian safety, the data used to project 
future traffic must be the most recent available to ensure 
roadway capacity that is needed in the future is not lost in 
these projects. They are interested in the impact the new 
Claymont Train StaƟon will have on transportaƟon in the 
Claymont area, especially with new development being built 
in the same area. They feel that the original Plan for First 
State Crossing has changed and will conƟnue to change, with 
new uses coming that weren't included in the early work. 
They appreciate the coordinaƟon between WILMAPCO and 
NCC Land Use to connect transportaƟon and land use. They 
now recommend all developers to sit down with affected 
residents much earlier in the development process to include 
those comments in plans before final design gets underway. 

plans based on the projecƟons of 
future traffic, taking into account 
growth expectaƟons for pre‐ and 
post‐pandemic travel expectaƟons. 
Generally, road diets are done on 
roads/corridors that were overbuilt in 
the 1960s and 1970s, when 
transportaƟon agencies were focused 
on expanding car‐based travel, with 
liƩle consideraƟon for other modes. 
Since then, the Wilmington 
populaƟon has declined.   
The monitoring commiƩee for the 
North Claymont Area Master Plan is 
evaluaƟng how land use changes 
impact the study's recommendaƟons. 

Arden Council No comments or quesƟons.  

League of 
Women 
Voters 

1) What percentage of funding is dedicated towards 
expansion projects?  
2) Will there be an opportunity to comment on the draŌ 
goals, objecƟves, and acƟons?  
3) Are there pedestrian safety improvements proposed for 
Library Avenue in Newark?  It is very dangerous for 
pedestrians. 

1) 11% of funding is for expansion 
projects, 7% for management, and 
83% for preservaƟon, debt service 
and operaƟons.   
2) The 30‐day public review and 
comment period ran between 
January 18 to March 6, 2023  
3) There are improvements proposed 
for Library Avenue as part of the 
Newark TransportaƟon Plan, and that 
is included in the RTP. 

Charlestown 
Town Council 

They asked about the TransportaƟon AlternaƟves Program 
(TAP), including the 20% match, funds earmarked for Cecil 
County and eligible projects.  

WILMAPCO has shared with 
Charlestown addiƟonal details about 
the TAP program and offered to assist 
with discussion of possible eligible 
projects. 

Old County 
Road Civic 
Assoc 

Most comments dealt with how to advance project that is 
newly on the AspiraƟons List to the Constrained List. This 
group has been in touch with DelDOT about their concerns. 

Staff offered to check into other 
means of funding (SS4A,) and 
followed up with DelDOT Traffic. 
Project is included in the AspiraƟons 
List but may be done via safety funds 
if warranted. 

Cecil County 
Council 

The Council had quesƟons on many subjects. They wanted to 
know about the implementaƟon date for the I‐95 expansion 
from the Susquehanna River to the DE line; They wanted 
more informaƟon about the East Coast Greenway Phases I & 
II; there was a quesƟon about working with EJ communiƟes in 
Cecil County They also have complaints about traffic diversion 

Staff offered to provide more clarity 
on "Suggested DraŌ New AspiraƟon 
Projects", and Ɵme frame for the I‐95 
Expansion, as well as more 
informaƟon about the East Coast 
Greenway projects. I‐95 Expansion is 
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from the US 301 toll road ‐ there are fewer trucks on local 
roads, but sƟll many cars. They have made complaints to 
MDOT, DelDOT, and WILMAPCO with no real help being 
offered. There was a comment that the MD 222 Bainbridge 
RD: MD 275 to Bainbridge Entrance may already be under 
construcƟon. 

shown for 2050 compleƟon. Staff has 
reached out to the East Coast 
Greenway so that they might share 
more informaƟon. Other concerns 
have been shared with MDOT and 
DelDOT. 

Resident Extend your view of working on the Ardens toward the west 
side on Grubb by St. David's Church. Geƫng too speedy there 
as well! 
Bob B. 

The Ardens Plan is currently being 
developed so we are unable to 
change the project boundaries. A 
boundary adjustment can be 
considered in the future by the 
monitoring commiƩee. 

Resident I have emailed my concerns to my area's RepresentaƟves, 
Coons' office, Carney's office, Meyer's office, DNREC, DelDOT, 
and others, about Diesel emissions from all the numerous 
new warehouse approvals throughout NCC and the rest of 
Delaware and how detrimental they are to our air quality 
(and safety regarding accidents and road deterioraƟon). I 
have been parƟcularly concerned since having my house built 
in 2019 in Silview on Lindbergh Ave, having not been made 
aware of all the 18‐wheeler truck traffic (both trailers and 
chemical tankers) that my street and also MacArthur Drive in 
Pleasant Hills have been subjected to since 2013 when a 
chemical processing business (formerly Twinco and now 
known as Highline Warren) was approved by DNREC to set up 
operaƟons at the former Crowell Paper Company site. That 
approval wasn't opposed by residents here mainly because 
the public hearing for it misspelled the street address (as 
Cromwell instead of Crowell) so the residents weren't aware 
it was in the landlocked site at the back of these residenƟal 
developments. As that company acquired more contracts and 
with larger companies, the truck traffic has been ridiculous. 
Although there are some current studies in progress to try to 
acquire land to extend Sears Blvd to give HW access from the 
First State Blvd Industrial Area, I have personally been 
involved since 2019 to try to have DNREC and/or DelDOT fix 
the problem. I'm not holding my breath that they will fix this 
in my lifeƟme or if ever. My purpose of this email is to let you 
know that the air quality monitor from PurpleAir that I had 
installed last year has had many, many days when the 
readings have been above 30 but I have no idea whether its 
due to the diesel fumes, chemical exhaust from HW's tanks, 
or another reason altogether. Having Amazon's Newport 
DistribuƟon Center near by with all their tractor trailers and 
the train traffic idling for loading and unloading, I'm certain, 
are also to blame. I just know that more warehouses will 
expose other areas to more of the same problems we have 
here. And as you are already aware, those trucks will NOT be 
replaced with hybrids or EV's anyƟme soon, IF EVER, so 

Ms. K., 
 
Thank you for your thoughƞul leƩer 
and I can understand your 
frustraƟons.  We are in the process of 
updaƟng the region's long range 
transportaƟon plan and will add it to 
the public comments received.    
 
If you do get a chance to review that 
draŌ document 
(www.wilmapco.org/rtp), or its 
component air quality conformity 
analysis (www.wilmapco.org/aq), 
we'd love to hear your thoughts.  I 
hope it works to address some of 
your concerns ‐‐ though do note we 
are not involved with warehouse 
siƟng or approvals.   
 
We are having a big public workshop 
on February 8 in Newark 
(hƩp://www.wilmapco.org/ourtown/) 
where this material and more will be 
presented.  Hope you can make it!   
 
Bill Swiatek 
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Delaware's air quality will conƟnue to be terrible creaƟng 
health issues for many of our residents, especially our 
immuno‐compromised populaƟon. 

Resident The jusƟficaƟon for these new warehouse approvals is always 
about creaƟng more jobs. However, those jobs will be filled 
by the young workers who will be driving OLD gas cars and 
they won't pay enough in wages that, with Delaware's rising 
rental costs (we have the 5th highest rise in rental costs in the 
USA), decent housing will be out of reach. More drivers, more 
traffic jams, more gas exhaust, added to the diesel fumes and 
road deterioraƟon! The people who approve these projects 
must not live close to any of them so they don't care whose 
quality of life their approvals ruin. It's depressing. When is it 
not worth it?? Delaware used to be a wonderful state to live 
in but it appears we are moving in the wrong direcƟon. For 
what its worth... 
Respecƞully submiƩed, 
Anne K. 

Warehouse approvals go through 
approval at the county or municipal 
level. We promote coordinaƟon of 
the land development process with 
transportaƟon planning to reduce 
negaƟve impacts of truck traffic and 
provide alternaƟve to driving for 
employees. 

Our Town We must integrate rail, air, port into any study.  One cannot 
deny Americans’ love of individual mobility.  Mass transit 
must have quick, easy and individual mobility to rail. Funding 
prioriƟes should not be based on poliƟcal convenience.  Most 
liked project: 12th Street access to CBD.  Least liked project: 
I95 Cap.  Improving access to the riverfront is higher priority 
than a cap.  WILMAPCO must expand jurisdicƟonal and land 
use coordinaƟon. 

WILMAPCO's planning approach 
incorporates all modes of travel and 
related environmental impacts into all 
studies. 

Our Town The goals of the plan are not being pracƟced because mixed 
use is allowed in areas with known polluƟon such as mixing 
residenƟal with industry and commercial uses. I'm also 
concerned about vacant commercial properƟes and keeping 
the county free of debris and dirty from heavy traffic areas 
like Route 9 and 13.  I don't want any more businesses that 
cause polluƟon. The impact on local communiƟes is real. 

Where mixed use development is 
permiƩed is a funcƟon of county or 
municipal zoning. LocaƟng mix‐use 
and residenƟal near jobs benefits our 
region environmentally and 
economically by allowing shorter 
commutes and enabling commutes 
by transit, walking, and bicycling. 

Bike Newark The "Bike Improvements on Wyoming Road" project, marked 
as “unfunded” in the RTP, should be moved to the “financially 
constrained” group, so that it will have a beƩer shot at being 
funded right away. This project aligns with our Newark 
Bikeway compleƟon plans, the potenƟal re‐rouƟng of a 
porƟon of the East Coast Greenway, and will help address the 
volume expected as a result of the huge residenƟal 
development at The Grove. Plus, it will provide a key link to 
the lower‐income area of Newark along Marrows Road. A 
design feasibility study has already been done through the 
City of Newark, and it will be coordinated with the Newark 
TID as well, giving this project a boost in terms of potenƟal 
funding. The sooner the project is done, the beƩer! 

As the Wyoming Road improvements 
are included in the Newark TID, the 
implementaƟon Ɵming will be 
determined by the City in 
coordinaƟon with DelDOT according 
to the TID agreement.  

Resident Delaware has a problem: noise. We must recognize:  Vehicle 
noise is willful and deliberate WILMAPCO ‐‐‐ THE PLANNING 

We have shared your feedback with 
WILMAPCO Council. Noise polluƟon is 
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PROCESS must  address  QUALITY OF LIFE ISSUE:   "NOISE 
POLLUTION" Many small towns in America are fed up with 
NOISE POLLUTION and they have posted sign boards IF YOUR 
VEHICLE MAKES NOISE ‐ PREPARE TO PAY A FINE One thing 
that everyone agrees:  vehicle noise is deliberate Vehicle 
manufacturers do not sell vehicles that make disturbing 
noise. WHY I AM WRITING TO YOU I'm 3rd generaƟon 
Delaware resident I live one block from Concord Pike Rt. 202 
On any given day or night, above 60 degrees wife & I sit on 
our stone, screen porch trying to enjoy life Too many Ɵmes 
Per Hour, we have to stop talking =  loud motorcycle noise 
One Block away on Concord Pike, it's that loud. QUALITY OF 
LIFE ???????? 

typically the responsibility of local 
enforcement agencies.  In addiƟon, 
DelDOT and MDOT periodically 
perform highway traffic noise studies 
along roadways. 

Resident Please fund the Washington Street & 7th Street and Ferry Cut 
off & 6th Street projects to reduce the substanƟal cut through 
traffic in Old New Castle.  Thank you. 

DelDOT is currently coordinaƟng with 
the City of New Castle to fund Ferry 
Cut off at Delaware Street. The 
remaining projects are included on 
the aspiraƟons list. 

Resident Good evening, 
I hope I made it in Ɵme for submiƫng public feedback to the 
2050 plan posted on your website. 
hƩp://www.wilmapco.org/DraŌ2050RTP.pdf 
 
I've taken the train for years as a commuter on SEPTA regional 
rail out of the Claymont staƟon and am of course excited for 
the new staƟon. Hopefully it will be easier for me to just roll 
my bike on and off the train (ADA compliant) rather than 
needing to take the stairs. I wanted to make a 
plug/suggesƟon to refer to the SEPTA staƟons in Delaware on 
the maps. I saw Amtrak referenced but SEPTA is a valuable 
resource to those of us in Northern Delaware. I rode the train 
to work at Temple University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania for 
many years and now more recently to Newark, Delaware at 
University of Delaware. SEPTA serves Claymont, Wilmington, 
Churchman's Crossing and Newark and not a lot of people 
know they can ride within our state on this service because 
the name is a liƩle confusing (Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Transit Authority). Also, I only had a brief Ɵme to review the 
document but am hoping that the list of bike path 
improvements combined will make travel between 
Wilmington and Newark a liƩle easier/safer/quicker. Thank 
you for all that you do!  
 
I was very pleased to see plans for a new pedestrian bridge 
over 495 in Claymont, as well as improved traffic signaling 
and right turn lanes geƫng off I‐95S and turning onto 
Philadelphia Pike. I've also been very pleased with the 
separated bike lane on Delaware Avenue in Newark.  
 

StaƟon plans for Claymont and 
Newark will include ADA accessible 
plaƞorms as well as bicycle access to 
the staƟons. 
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Thank you for your Ɵme, 
 
Jacquee L. 

LWVDE On behalf of the League of Women Voters of Delaware 
(LWVDE), I am submiƫng the following comments regarding 
the WILMAPCO 2023 Update to the 2050 Regional 
TransportaƟon Plan.  The LWVDE strongly supports the 2050 
RTP's goal to reduce VMT and the acknowledgement in the 
RTP that VMT has risen due to sprawling development 
paƩerns and due to the cycle of widening and building roads 
in response to traffic congesƟon.  We believe that the 2050 
RTP is an opportunity to provide a blueprint on regional 
transportaƟon that contains bold recommendaƟons to 
improve road safety, opportunity for lower income residents, 
regional health, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
through significantly increasing alternaƟves to vehicular travel 
and establishing disincenƟves for sprawl growth.  A VMT‐
reducing integrated approach to transportaƟon and land‐
use/development decisions that pulls together state level and 
New Castle County (NCC) level policies would enable the state 
and all of its residents to address these issues that result from 
the current paƩern of sprawl.  We argue that reducing VMT 
should play a more central role in the RTP as an organizing 
concept.  Every one of the RTP's stated transportaƟon 
objecƟves can be achieved through VMT reducƟon with the 
following consideraƟons: 
 
1) Goal: Support sustainable economic development and 
goods movement 
a) Maximize investments 
i) RecommendaƟon: Concentrate economic growth in center 
and core areas. Limit sprawl and prevent growth outside 
planned growth areas (center and core) even when 
developers pay for transportaƟon infrastructure for projects 
in NON‐center and NON‐core areas. Development projects 
that reduce VMT should be green‐lighted, and projects that 
increase VMT should be prevented. Current transportaƟon 
policies that support sprawling development, thus increasing 
VMT, must be revisited. 
ii) Comment: New Castle County has experienced a real shiŌ 
to low density development with the redistribuƟon of City of 
Wilmington residents from 7 in 10 of New Castle County’s 
residents in 1920  to 1 in 10 today. Land use and road building 
have spread the regional populaƟon out even further than 
before the COVID 19 pandemic.  Sprawl and development 
make connecƟons to desƟnaƟons through vehicles 
overwhelmingly high at 95%. Other modes of transportaƟon 
are significantly lower such as biking (23%), public transit 
(19%), and walking (7%).  The lack of alternaƟves creates 

We have shared your feedback with 
WILMAPCO Council. 
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unfairness in people’s ability to access resources and 
increases VMT. 
iii) RecommendaƟon:  Consider incorporaƟng Complete 
Community Enterprise Districts1 into transportaƟon planning 
for NCC to provide mulƟmodal transportaƟon and efficient 
mixed use zoning. 
iv) Comment: In 2016,  Delaware law introduced Complete 
Community Enterprise Districts to provide an alternaƟve to 
sprawling growth and to provide an all‐encompassing 
soluƟon to the transportaƟon needs of a mixed use walkable 
and bikeable community.  For any community adopƟng CCED 
status, DELDOT is commiƩed to providing funds for public 
transportaƟon and walking and bicycling.  We are sƟll 
awaiƟng the approval of the first CCED, but we expect this to 
be a comprehensive and beauƟful way to effecƟvely support 
low VMT growth organized as walkable communiƟes. 
v) RecommendaƟon: Manage congesƟon through increasing 
alternaƟves to single vehicle travel NOT by focusing on 
building roads to reduce 
“reliable travel Ɵmes.” 
 
b) Reduce carbon emissions and promote climate resilience 
i) RecommendaƟon: Increase alternaƟves to vehicular travel, 
electrify transportaƟon, prevent further sprawl, and prevent 
development projects in areas that will experience climate‐
related flooding. 
ii) Comment: The risks to Delaware posed by a changing 
climate are 
mulƟ‐faceted, resulƟng in disrupƟons and damage to most 
sectors of the state’s economy and quality of life for all, 
including agriculture, tourism, public health, water resources, 
our built infrastructure, and protecƟon of our natural 
resources.  As the lowest lying state in the U.S., rising sea 
levels and ground water intrusion present parƟcular 
challenges. TransportaƟon accounts for the highest percent of 
Delaware’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions (approximately 
40% according to the Delaware Dept. of Environment & 
Natural Resources Climate AcƟon Plan)‐‐converƟng to electric 
vehicles (EV) will help reduce GHG. Yet we cauƟon against 
over‐indexing on electric transportaƟon as the soluƟon to the 
climate crisis.  Even electric vehicles produce greenhouse 
gasses through their life‐cycle.  Even more concerning, our 
nearly exclusive reliance on vehicular transportaƟon in New 
Castle County leads to mulƟple problems some of which also 
contribute to the climate crisis including an increase in 
impermeable land, loss of open space and agricultural lands, 
traffic congesƟon, higher household and public  costs, few 
mobility opƟons, and unacceptable auto related fatality and 
injury rates. Delaware is currently not on track to reduce 
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greenhouse gas emissions by 26% to 28% from 2005 levels by 
2025, seƫng Delaware up to fail to meet President Biden’s 
goal for the naƟon of 50% reducƟon by 2050.   Bold 
recommendaƟons must be included in the 2050 RTP to 
reduce VMT and to electrify transportaƟon, to help Delaware 
meet those goals. 
 
2) Efficiently transport people 
a) Improve system performance 
i) RecommendaƟon: Increase funding for alternaƟves to 
vehicular travel, especially public transport, which is only 
efficient in densely developed areas. Therefore, incenƟvize 
transportaƟon oriented growth in center and core areas. 
ii) Comment: We echo the cauƟon advised by Jeff LiƩman 
around assuming decreased travel due to autonomous 
vehicles.  As an example, consider INCREASED VMT from 
empty vehicles that are programmed to circle the roads 
instead of parking in paid lots. 
 
b) Promote accessibility and connecƟvity 
i) RecommendaƟon: Provide increased investment in 
transportaƟon of all kinds only in center and core areas.  
Widening and building roads even in central and core areas 
likely increases VMT;  therefore introduce alternaƟves to 
vehicular travel as the first measure in response to 
congesƟon. Increasing funding for public transportaƟon and 
safe walking and biking infrastructure provides accessibility 
and connecƟvity to the 30% of the populaƟon that cannot 
drive due to physical or economic barriers.2 
ii) Comment: The LWVDE strongly supports necessary 
investment in transportaƟon in center and core areas. 
However, we are concerned that using the model of 
transportaƟon improvement areas or TID’s has historically 
emphasized measuring level of service and road expansion 
and may INCREASE VMT.  Rather than enlarging roads in 
response to traffic, we strongly encourage an alternaƟve 
approach to assessment of land use and road projects that 
calculates the increase in VMT that will be induced, such as: 
hƩps://ncst.ucdavis.edu/research‐product/induced‐travel‐
calculator. Instead of using increasing road size, public transit 
and other alternaƟves to cars should be part of the soluƟon 
for which developers pay a proporƟonate cost. 
iii) Comment: Spending resources primarily on road building 
and widening goes against the expected significant growth 
with an aging populaƟon that will require alternaƟves to 
vehicular transportaƟon. 
 
3) Improve quality of life 
a) Protect public health and safety 
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i) RecommendaƟon: Reduce VMT, with measures to reduce 
vehicle speed in areas where people are walking and biking, 
to lead directly to fewer chances for fatal and highly 
damaging vehicular accidents, and to lessen air polluƟon.  
Lower VMT leads to less air polluƟon with lower risk of traffic 
related air polluƟon health problems. 
ii) Comment: Hazardous road condiƟons with straight fast‐
speed mulƟ‐lane roads in residenƟal and commercial areas 
leading to vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian crashes.  
Lowering VMT makes roads safer for bicyclists and 
pedestrians through less vehicular travel and supports the 
NCC Vision Zero Plan. 
iii) Comment: WILMAPCO’s study on SDOH indicated no 
correlaƟon between proximity to traffic and health outcomes, 
yet marginal impacts from air polluƟon from hyper‐local 
roads may be obscured since Delaware is located in an area 
with air highly polluted by dispersed PM2.5 transportaƟon 
emissions (see image) correlated with all‐cause zip‐code area 
mortality.3 [Note that PM2.5 numbers in the study are higher 
than current numbers due to data collecƟon from 2000‐
2012.] 
 
b) Promote acƟve transportaƟon 
i) RecommendaƟon: Increase acƟve transportaƟon opƟons to 
increase health and lower VMT.  WILMAPCO’s study 
demonstraƟng improved safety outcomes following 
narrowing of roads proves that any widening and 
straightening of roads for cars should be prohibited where 
pedestrians and cyclists travel. 
 
c) Ensure transportaƟon choice and equity 
i) RecommendaƟon: PrioriƟze funding for alternaƟves to 
vehicular travel in EJ and low income communiƟes which is 
Ɵed to the disproporƟonate transportaƟon spending on road 
building in developing and rural areas in southern NCC.  This 
paƩern egregiously works against WILMAPCO’s stated goals 
leading to INCREASED social and financial inequity created 
from low density development paƩerns. The 2050 RTP must 
consider transportaƟon choice and equity with equal 
transportaƟon funding for underserved communiƟes. Tying 
future transportaƟon investment and land use to goals of 
reducing VMT and social equity will help to bring WILMAPCO 
and NCC acƟons in line with these goals. 
ii) Comment: The state‘s development paƩerns, along with 
our network of roads, are designed primarily around one 
mobility opƟon, driving, which makes it more difficult, less 
appealing and less safe to use any other type of 
transportaƟon, such as walking, biking or transit.  Our heavy 
dependence on auto‐based travel is causing a lot of pain in 
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the pocketbook for many DE households due to the costs of 
owning and operaƟng motor vehicles. TradiƟonal measures of 
housing affordability ignore transportaƟon costs, which is 
typically the second largest expenditure. Twenty percent of 
those in low income households (less than $25k) reported 
transportaƟon difficulty even reaching healthy affordable 
food, compared to 4% of those in higher income households 
(more than $100k). 
iii) Comment: Land use planning through NCC and 
transportaƟon planning through WILMAPCO and DELDOT 
should be integrated. The New Castle County 2050 
Comprehensive Plan seeks to diversify housing types and 
encourage development paƩerns that are less automoƟve 
dependent which will help  increase the range of affordable 
housing and mobility opƟons. In conjuncƟon with the NCC 
2050 Comprehensive Plan, the 2050 RTP should make it a 
funding priority to create compact and dynamic 
neighborhoods with walkable streets and high access to jobs, 
transit, and a wide variety of businesses. 
iv) RecommendaƟon: Improve health through safe acƟve 
transportaƟon opportuniƟes, and to provide more access to 
jobs and necessary and beneficial resources in EJ and low 
income communiƟes. VMT per capita is already lower in 
these communiƟes, but the comparaƟve lack of access to 
social and necessary resources (documented through 
WILMAPCO’s surveys) demonstrates too liƩle public 
investment in alternaƟves to vehicular travel in underserved 
communiƟes. 
 
d) Preserve natural and cultural resources 
i) RecommendaƟon: Reduce sprawl to protect natural and 
cultural resources and prevent development paƩerns that 
lead to “destrucƟon of wildlife habitat and to the 
fragmentaƟon of remaining natural areas.”4 To achieve 
preservaƟon of natural and cultural resources and reducƟon 
in VMT,  NCC growth needs to be redirected from developing 
areas to core and central areas. 
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