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Claymont Station Improvement Project 
 
Existing Conditions Memo 
 
Introduction 
 
This memo summarizes the work completed in Task 2 and spells out the results of 
research into the existing physical conditions at the station site, the current planning 
context of the Claymont Station, its history and statements by key stakeholders.  This 
information, along with the public input received in the Public Workshop in Task 3, will be 
used to develop the Issues, Opportunities and Constraints Memo for Task 4. 
 
Claymont station is the first SEPTA R2 station in Delaware after crossing the state line 
from Pennsylvania.  It is one of 19 stations along the R2 between Philadelphia Market 
East Station and Wilmington.  During peak hours, nine trains each weekday are 
extended two more stations to Newark, Delaware.  Claymont is approximately 45 
minutes south of Market East and 10 minutes north of Wilmington by train.   
 
The station has been in existence since the line through Claymont was first completed 
by the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad Company in1837.  During the 
period between 1982 and 1990, service was suspended from Marcus Hook to 
Wilmington due to lack of funding and Claymont Station was closed.   
 
A station building was in existence on the site until the late 1980’s when it was destroyed 
by fire.  Platforms and parking were rehabilitated by DART in 1990 when service to 
Wilmington was restarted with the financial assistance of the State of Delaware.  
Additional parking and ADA accessibility improvements were made in 1999. 
 
Claymont station today is a simple two low-level platform station with a narrow 
pedestrian tunnel under the tracks offering few amenities for passengers.  Bus shelters 
are provided for weather protection.  The station is isolated from the rest of Claymont by 
I-495.  Security is provided during commuter hours on weekdays for the protection of 
passengers and their cars. 
 
Previous Reports 
 
The following reports were collected and reviewed:  
 

• Claymont Community Redevelopment Plan (2004) – The Claymont Community 
Redevelopment Plan developed a comprehensive vision for the community, set 
goals and completed a plan to create a Hometown Overlay District, as set out in 
the 2002 New Castle County Comprehensive Plan Update.  An extensive 
process of public involvement was included.  Some key goals include revitalize 
Claymont Center, beautify the Philadelphia Pike, maintain and improve 
pedestrian circulation, maintain and enhance an interconnected transportation 
system, provide attractive, diverse and affordable housing, and protect, preserve 
and rehabilitate historic resources.  The redevelopment of the Brookview 
neighborhood, currently underway, was an early outcome of the plan. 
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• Manual of Design Guidelines (2004) – The guidelines were developed in 
response to the vision laid out in the Claymont Community Redevelopment Plan 
to provide a clear definition of urban design objectives for Claymont, a tool for 
designers to use to achieve the objectives and a basis for consistent review of 
development plans.  Topics covered include building placement, interface with 
adjacent properties, historic resources, open space, public seating, public art, 
lighting, landscaping, pedestrian and bicycle facilities, parking and transit stops.  
Building design was also addressed as an important element of creating the 
unique community identity laid out in the Redevelopment Plan. 

 
• Claymont Transportation Plan – DelDOT completed the Claymont Transportation 

Plan as a complement to the Redevelopment Plan.  It calls for extensive 
improvements to the Philadelphia Pike to return it to its function as the 
commercial main street of the Community.  Landscaping, improved intersection 
controls and pedestrian improvements are included. 

 
• Previous Claymont station plans (1990, 1996, 1999) – KSK has acquired copies 

of the station site plans for the 1990 original reopening, parking expansion and 
ADA improvements in 1996 and additional parking improvements in 1999. 

 
• Comparative Site Analysis Claymont Train Station (1989) – This report reviewed 

three potential sites for a reactivated Claymont train station.  The present site on 
Myrtle Drive, a site off Old Naaman’s Road and a site on the CitiSteel property 
were reviewed.   The report found that the Claymont Steel site had the best long 
term opportunity for joint development and that the Old Naaman’s Road site 
provided the best opportunities for improved parking.  The station was reopened 
on the Myrtle Drive site none-the-less and has been very successful at attracting 
commuters to Regional Rail.   

 
• Retail Market and Development Feasibility Analysis (2002) – This study looked at 

the “Idealized Build-out Plan 2” proposed redevelopment plan for Claymont from 
a market feasibility standpoint to determine whether it was economically feasible.  
The redevelopment plan included a new town center with retail, services and 
restaurants to form the center of a revitalized Claymont.  It looked at a wide 
range of economic and demographic data and used them to determine what the 
market for retail services in Claymont was and to what extent existing retail 
stores were meeting these needs. The analysis then looked at the level of new 
residential development that was included in the plan and analyzed the amount 
of new retail uses that would be needed to support these new residents.  The 
conclusion was that existing demand would not support a new town center but 
that the assumed level of residential expansion would bring in enough new 
shoppers to support the center.   

 
Accessibility Analysis 
 

• SEPTA and DART – Schedules for the public transportation services currently 
serving Claymont, SEPTA R2 and DART bus routes 1 and 61 are attached in 
Appendix A.   
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On a typical weekday, 475 people board SEPTA trains at Claymont station.  On 
Saturday the number is 74 and on Sunday there is no service.  This number has 
risen considerably since the reopening of the station in 1990.  Just before service 
was suspended in 1982 There were 142 daily boarding riders at Claymont, an 
increase of 235%.   
 
DART Route 1 – Philadelphia Pike carries about 2400 riders on a typical 
weekday and Route 61 – Naamans Road carries 9.  Route 1 connects Claymont 
and the Tri-State Mall to downtown Wilmington.  Route 61 is relatively new, 
having been started in December 2005, and ridership is still building.  Unlike 
Route 1 which is a traditional suburb to downtown run, Route 61 is a suburb to 
suburb connector starting from Claymont Station and linking the Tri-State Mall, 
Brandywine Towne Center and Concord Mall. 
 
Buses making connections to trains at Claymont must travel through the station 
parking lot to a location at the north end of the southbound platform about three 
quarters of the way through the lot.  This route presents potential for fender-
bender accidents as drivers pull from parking spots along the bus’s route.  It also 
does not provide a stop as close a it could be to the entrance to the train 
platforms.  Limited layover space is provided and shelter is provided by a single 
standard bus shelter. 

 
• Roadways – The station is connected by road to the rest of Claymont by one 

street only, Myrtle Avenue.   Myrtle is a quiet two lane residential street that 
carries heavy station traffic during the morning and evening rush hours, 
especially when large numbers of people leave one train on the return home in 
the evening.  Traffic can back up significantly from the Philadelphia Pike at these 
times.  Speed bumps are spaced along the stretch from Philadelphia Pike to the 
station to control driving speeds. 

 
Proposals for access from the south via a new overpass over I-495 and the 
railroad or from the north via Claymont Steel property have both been raised in 
the past.  An extension of Myrtle Avenue over the tracks to access the large 
Claymont Steel property along the Delaware River has been proposed.  These 
ideas will be reviewed as part of this project.  

 
• Parking – A total of 450 spaces are provided at Claymont Station making it one 

of the largest park-and-ride stations on the SEPTA Regional Rail system.  410 
spaces are located in a long narrow parking lot oriented along the railroad tracks 
between the station platform and Myrtle Street.  Walks from the platform to the 
far end of the parking lot approach 1,000 feet.  The lot is well used, but was 
never observed to be completely full during 5 visits over several months.  20 to 
50 spaces were usually available.  

 
A second, small lot is located across the I-495 foot bridge from the station.  This 
lot stretched along Governor Printz Boulevard contains about 40 spaces.  It is 
slightly closer to the platform than some of the spaces on the north end of the 
large lot and has easy direct access to Governor Printz Boulevard and is 
therefore well used.   
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• Pedestrian Facilities – The station is connected to Claymont by two routes for 
pedestrians, Myrtle Avenue and a foot bridge across I-495 to Castle Avenue.  
The foot bridge is in generally good condition although it is a bit foreboding in 
terms of its design, which is primarily unpainted concrete with a chain link mesh 
screen.  The bridge is not well lighted making crossing at night particularly 
intimidating.  The entrance on the community side is also obscured by brush and 
vegetation which makes it seem isolated.  The route it the most direct path to the 
center of Claymont along the Philadelphia Pike and to Overlook Colony and the 
Claymont Terrace neighborhoods. 

 
Although it is relatively wide, Myrtle Street does not currently have sidewalks on 
either side except on the north side of the bridge across I-495, which can be 
uncomfortable for pedestrians during high traffic times.  The Archmere Academy 
has agreed to include a sidewalk along the south side of the street in some 
renovations they are making on their property, which will improve the walking 
environment substantially.  The lack of a sidewalk on the south side of the bridge 
will continue to be a problem.  This route will be the most direct path to the 
redeveloped Brookview neighborhood. 

 
• Bike – Bicyclists can access the station via the two routes open to pedestrians.  

A small number of bike lockers and racks are available and are well used. 
  
Base Map  
 
KSK researched all available GIS data for the study area to create a project basemap for 
use as a reference for staff, steering committee and the public and as a base for drawing 
conceptual station plans.  WILMAPCO, New Castle County, DART and private sources 
were canvassed for information, digital maps, and aerial photographs that covered the 
project study area and much valuable data was received.  In addition, KSK staff 
surveyed the study area and took numerous photographs.   
 
Based on this data, KSK developed the map attached in Appendix B using an aerial 
photograph as the base with additional geographic, transportation, and other information 
added to make a clear and useful document.  The map was produced in the graphic 
program Adobe Illustrator to make modifications and additions easy to add and 
attractive. 
 
Information shown includes the station location, parking lot location and size, the 
footbridge across I-495, study area boundaries, DART routes, street and road names, 
neighborhood names, important landmarks and Claymont Steel.  From the aerial 
photograph additional information can be identified including vacant land, building 
footprints, street widths, and the location of important landmarks and natural features.  
 
Development proposals 
 
Since the study area is closely surrounded by the Delaware River on the east, I-495 on 
the west, and Fox Point State Park lands on the south, there is little opportunity for 
adjacent development on these sides.  On the north, however, Claymont Steel has put a 
large tract of land on the market for potential development.  There are many issues 
related to the site including access, environmental concerns, and existing adjacent 
industrial uses.  The size of the parcel and its potential for high density development, 
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and therefore as a major transit traffic generator, means that planning for Claymont 
Station will need to carefully consider how the development will impact the station and 
how the two projects should be coordinated and linked by transportation. 
 
Farther outside the study area, but important from a public transportation perspective, 
the Brookview neighborhood just west of the Philadelphia Pike between Seminole Street 
and Darley Road is being redeveloped at a much higher density that the former 
apartment complex.  This will create more residents, greater economic activity and 
increased demand for transportation.  It is likely that a fair number of new residents will 
be attracted by easy access to Philadelphia and Wilmington provided by the train station 
and will need access to the station from their homes.  The development is not beyond 
reasonable walking distance, could be biked, and might warrant a shuttle bus 
connection.   
 
Stakeholder Interviews 
 
As part of the community outreach for Task 2 of the Claymont Station Improvement 
Project, Kise Straw & Kolodner and WILMAPCO staff interviewed a number of key 
stakeholders in Claymont and the Claymont Design Review Advisory Committee 
(DRAC) on their issues, concerns and opinions related to the project.   
 
Primary themes 
 
A comment heard from almost every speaker and the DRAC was that the station should 
include not just platforms and parking but also a station building that would house a 
ticket office, concession, restrooms and a comfortable waiting room.  These features 
would make waiting for a train a pleasant experience and would attract more riders to 
the service. 
 
The architectural design of the station building should be appropriate for Claymont and 
fit into its traditional architectural styles.  Frank Furness’s Wilmington Station and 
architect John Nolen’s designs for Overbrook Colony were mentioned as models.  The 
Claymont Manual of Design Guidelines should be followed when designing the station. 
 
Joint development of the station site should be considered.  A number of uses like 
restaurant, entertainment venues or recreational facilities might be practical between the 
Delaware River and the train tracks and would bring additional users to the area, making 
it a safe and lively place to be at all hours.  
 
Both pedestrian and vehicular connections across the track to the riverfront would be 
desirable features of the new station plan.    They would be necessary to make any new 
development along the River practical. 
 
It will be necessary to take the potential for development on Claymont Steel ’s parcel 
along the Delaware River into consideration.  If environmental and other issues can be 
overcome, this area is large and could be developed at a high density, bringing a large 
number of new residents to the site and significant amounts of commercial development, 
both of which would rely heavily on rail access.  This could be a major new transit 
oriented development. 
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If commercial development proves feasible, options that would partially or completely 
fund the station from private sources should be considered.  The station provides a high 
level of accessibility which creates value for real estate development.  A developer may 
see a real benefit to including the construction of an improved station as part of a mixed 
use development.   
 
Sidewalks and lighting leading to and on the site of the new train station are a priority 
and should be designed for safety, security and attractiveness. 
 
Adequate parking is a necessity.  Structured parking may be practical and would reduce 
the overall footprint of the parking area leaving more land available for development or 
for recreation. 
 
Think big – The plan should include what is best for the Claymont community in the long 
run and not be compromised due to short term budgetary considerations. 
 
Other comments that were mentioned in the course of the stakeholder and DRAC 
meetings include: 
 

• Fast Ferry landing at Claymont with connections to Philadelphia airport, 
Philadelphia, Camden, Cape May, Rehoboth should be considered. 

• North crossing of Northeast Corridor railroad tracks may be completed at 
Naamans Road as part of private development. 

• Archmere Academy view corridor must be preserved. 
• Need to coordinate station design with development on the Claymont Steel 

riverside site. 
• $1 B worth of development is possible on the Claymont Steel site. 
• Moving platform slightly to the north is fine. 
• Pedestrian bridge at Archmere south on Manor would be ok. 
• Claymont acts as a relief location for Wilmington parking. 
• Access by all modes is excellent at Claymont making it a good place for 

development – I95 and I495. 
• Fact that station is so busy speaks for itself – it is a valuable transportation 

facility. 
• Adequate parking is important to success. 
• Shared use parking is ok. 
• Make waiting for the train more appealing to encourage ridership. 
• Flea market at station is one idea for joint development. 
• Development at the station will most likely be a local draw, not a regional 

destination. 
• Link from station to Fox Point Park is a good idea. 
• Developer has already called about Claymont Steel site which just went on the 

market. 
• Claymont train station is alive and well – full of vehicles on weekdays but closed 

on Sunday. 
• Bridge across I-495 on Myrtle has sidewalk on wrong side from station. 
• Philadelphia Pike needs crosswalks at Myrtle intersection. 
• Wayfinding signage needs to be improved for both motorists and pedestrians. 
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• Brookview redevelopment has been a major success so far, due to the work of 
the Claymont Renaissance.   

• There is considerable consensus on the Claymont Redevelopment Plan and the 
need for an improved station.   

• A shuttle bus would better connect the station with the community. 
• Make station more of destination to increase usage and support better facilities. 
• People come from Newark and far a field to park at Claymont. 
• Land around station is mostly fill, some slag, bag house dust etc. that may be 

hazardous. 
• Sewage line under site must be assessed for ability to support future 

development. 
• County exaction program has been limiting sprawl by limiting sewer, water and 

roads to where they are affordable. 
• Hometown Overlay District was used in Brookview.  Former density was 10 

dwelling units per acre, new density will be 20 dwelling units per acre. 
• The former Merchandise Mart site is a possible park and ride station.  
• No specific commercial uses stand out as ideal for the station area.  A 

convenience market, destination restaurant, or other use that serves the local 
Claymont community might work.  There will be1220 units in Renaissance Village 
on the Brookview site, the residents of which will require services. 

• Structured parking should be considered. 
• Down by Christina River in Wilmington there is a narrow parking structure that 

may be a model for what could be done at Claymont. 
• 4.5 acres is required for Claymont station. 
• Residents of Myrtle Avenue will be impacted by increased traffic. 
• An architectural style based on the Furness-designed Wilmington train station 

would be appropriate for Claymont.  Keep Wilmington station in mind. 
• March deadline for getting earmark request to Congress. 
• Look at ridership over time. 
• Sewer is issue – new pipes may be needed. 
• FEMA map on 100 year flood plain. 
• Phasing should be carefully considered. 
• Expansion of station facility is necessary. 
• Senator Biden’s office is supportive and involved with project.   
• Senator Carper’s office has also indicated the senator was interested in the 

project. 
• No planning in place for Claymont Steel riverside site yet.  Station project may be 

delayed if the development potential of the Claymont Steel riverside site needs to 
be analyzed beforehand. 

• Station should ideally be staffed to provide customer service and security. 
• Public-private partnerships will likely be necessary to fund the level of quality 

desired by the community at the station. 
• Pedestrian connections to the rest of Claymont are key to the project’s success. 
• Desirable features include a heated and air conditioned waiting room, ticket 

office, improved lighting in the parking lot and the platforms. 
• How far are people traveling to park at Claymont and ride Regional Rail? 
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Appendix A - SEPTA and DART Schedules 
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Appendix B – Base Map 
 

 


